Ref': Zinder, N.D. Pellowship
application

April 12, 950,

Dr. Frederiok L. Stone,

Division of Ressarch Grants and Pellowships,
Hatiomal Institutes of Health,

United States Public Health Servioce,
Betheada 14, Maryland.

Desr Dr. Stame:!

I am writing this letter on behalf of Mr, Norion De Zinder, who is
applying for a Predestorate Ressarch Pellowship frem the Hatienal Inets-
tutes of Health. I wrote such a letter at the 4ime thet hie appliontion
was sulmitted, Wt I am quite willing o amplify my remarke.

Mys Zinder 48 net a finished ressarch worker at this timw, nor
oould he bo expoatad 48 at this time. I4 L# expected, however, thot he
will oomplete his dootorate thesis werk in approximately two years,
during which time I foresee that he will dewlep into a researcher of
ocansideradle ablility and indppondence. He o potentially quite Wrilliang.
Ooupled with hie enthusiasm, this trait should ocarry him quits for if
the rough edpesef his thinking are polished, as they should be, and if
his oriticel faculties omiime t¢ sharpen at n rate comcordant with
his past progress. He is, at present,engaged as an ascistant on a research
project supported by the N. I. H., "Genetiocs of Salmonella®, which hae
involved so mugh routine work -- isolation and characterizotion of bio
chemical mutants -- that, 4in my opinion, his intelleotusl ocapacities
have not been suffiocisntly engaged. However, he is doing a very creditabls
piece of work on this project. Academiocally, he 4s quite quick, and 4e
ons of the better graduate students both in genetics and in bncteriology,
a double intelleoctual lead whieh would test anyone's mett e. He is quite
a pernonable fellow, gopperative in the laboratory, and well-liked by
his feollow atudents.

There is no bdbasis for questioning his inbgrity or his loynlty %0 the
Governnent of the United States. I am pleased ¢o recomren! his appointment.,

If ¥re. 2inder L& awarded a fellowship, a dowmward revision of RG MAS(C2)'s
current budget will he in order. However, as it may be then desirsdle %o
review owr research perssamsl peneraelly, it is hoped that disoureion of
this point ocun he deferred for the time being.

Sinoerely,

Joshua lederberg
Assintant Profecsor of Genetion



